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Record Number of Women Running for U.S. House in 2018 
After Filing Deadlines in Thirty States 

With filing deadlines passed in 30 states, a record number of women have filed as major party candidates for 
the U.S. House of Representatives in 2018. As of April 6th, 309 women – 231 Democrats and 78 Republicans 
– have filed for candidacy, surpassing the previous high of 298 set in 2012.

Democratic women have already surpassed their record high for filed U.S. House candidates; 190 women 
filed as Democratic House candidates in 2012. In 2010, 128 Republican women filed as U.S. House 
candidates, which currently remains the record high.  

“After years of lamenting the lack of significant growth in the number of women candidates, this is a 
welcome breakthrough,” according to CAWP’s director, Debbie Walsh. “However, the road to seeing an 
increase in the number of women serving in 2019 is made steeper by the fact that that a large proportion of 
these candidates are running as challengers. In addition, 13 of the 83 women currently serving in the House 
are not running for reelection.”  

Of the 309 women who have filed for the U.S. House: 
• 41 (30D, 11R) are incumbents who have filed for re-election,
• 86 (55D, 31R) are running for open seats in 35 districts in 17 states,
• 158 (135D, 23R) are seeking major party nominations to challenge incumbent representatives,
• 24 (11D, 13R) have filed as primary challengers to incumbents of their own party.

These numbers include all the women who have filed to date, including those who have lost their primary in 
Texas and Illinois. For a full summary and listing of women candidates in 2018, see CAWP’s Election 
Watch. 

The record number of women who have run as major party nominees for U.S. House is 167, set in 2016. 

83 (61D, 22R) women currently serve in the U.S. House of Representatives. A total of 320 (208D, 112R) 
women have served in the U.S. House of Representatives. For data on women’s representation in the U.S. 
House over time, see CAWP’s History of Women in Congress.  

About CAWP  
The Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), a unit of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey, is nationally recognized as the leading source of scholarly research and current data 
about American women’s political participation. Its mission is to promote greater knowledge and understanding about 
women's participation in politics and government and to enhance women's influence and leadership in public life. 
CAWP’s education and outreach programs translate research findings into action, addressing women’s under-
representation in political leadership with effective, imaginative programs serving a variety of audiences. As the world 
has watched Americans considering female candidates for the nation's highest offices, CAWP’s over four decades of 
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analyzing and interpreting women’s participation in American politics have provided a foundation and context for the 
discussion. – 
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