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Gender Gaps Apparent in Almost All 2014 Senate and Gubernatorial Races;  

Unlike 2010, a Majority of Women Voted for the Democratic Candidate in  

US House Contests 

 

Gender gaps in voting were evident in almost all U.S. Senate and gubernatorial races where exit 

polls were conducted by Edison Research, according to an analysis by the Center for American 

Women and Politics (CAWP), a unit of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University.  

In almost all of the most hotly contested and highly publicized of these contests, the gender 

gap—the difference in the proportions of women and men who voted for the winning 

candidate—reached double digits.  

 

In each race where a gender gap was evident, women were more likely than men to support the 

Democratic candidate and less likely to support the Republican candidate.  Gender gaps of 6 to 

16 percentage points were evident in all 22 of the US Senate races where exit polls were 

conducted.  Similarly, among the 21 gubernatorial races where exit polls were conducted, gender 

gaps of 5 to 17 points were evident in 18. 

 

Large gender gaps were evident in some of the most closely watched US Senate races.  In 

Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, New Hampshire, and North Carolina, women voters 

were 11 to 15 percentage points more likely than men to vote for the Democratic candidate.  In 

Iowa the gender gap was 9 percentage points, barely missing double digits.  Similarly, gender 

gaps greater than 10 points were evident in highly competitive gubernatorial races in Colorado, 

Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

 

Susan J. Carroll, senior scholar at CAWP, suggested, “Gender gaps were even larger than usual 

in many of the most contested statewide races this year with women notably more likely than 

men to vote for the Democratic candidate. Yet Republicans prevailed in most of these contests 

largely because men’s votes were so heavily skewed toward Republican candidates.  Men’s 

preference for Republican candidates was simply stronger than women’s preference for 

Democratic candidates.” 

 

A greater proportion of women voted for the Democratic than Republican candidate in 15 of 21 

gubernatorial contests and 11 of 22 senate contests where exit polls were conducted. Even in 

races where the plurality of women voted for the Republican candidate, they did so by smaller 

margins than men.  

 

 

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/elections/election_watch.php
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A 10 percentage-point gender gap was also apparent in U.S. House races. Nationally, 51% of 

women compared with 41% of men voted for the Democratic congressional candidate in their 

district; 47% of women compared with 57% of men voted for a Republican for the U.S. House.  

This year’s gender gap was larger than the 6-point gap in the U.S. House vote in 2010 or the 8-

point gap in 2012.  Moreover, women’s preference for Democratic congressional candidates over 

their Republican opponents (51% versus 47%) is a notable change from the 2010 midterm 

election when women voters showed a slight preference for the GOP, with 49% voting for the 

Republican and 48% voting for the Democrat in congressional elections. 

 

Tables are attached to this release.  They show gender differences in voting, with data drawn 

from the Edison Research exit polls. 

 

About CAWP 

The Center for American Women and Politics, a unit of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey is a university-based research, education and public 

service center. Its mission is to promote greater knowledge and understanding about women’s 

changing relationship to politics and government and to enhance women’s influence and 

leadership in public life. CAWP is a leading authority in its field and a respected bridge between 

the academic and political worlds. 

 

 

 
# # # 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

Gender Gaps in 2014 Gubernatorial Races 

Candidates with names bolded indicate winners. Asterisks indicate the race still too close to call 

 

 

State Candidate Overall Women  Men Gender Gap 

AK* Bill Walker (I) 
Sean Parnell  (R)  

48% 
47% 

49% 
44% 

47% 
49% 

2 pts./5pts. 

AR Asa Hutchinson (R) 
Mike Ross (D) 

55% 
42% 

52% 
46% 

59% 
38% 

7 pts. 

CA Jerry Brown (D) 
Neel Kashkari (R)  

59% 
41% 

65% 
35% 

56% 
44% 

9 pts. 

CO  John Hickenlooper (D) 
Bob Beauprez (R)  

49% 
46% 

55% 
43% 

43% 
51% 

12 pts. 

FL Rick Scott (R) 
Charlie Crist (D) 

48% 
47% 

47% 
49% 

49% 
46% 

2 pts. 

GA Nathan Deal (R) 
Jason Carter (D) 

53% 
45% 

46% 
52% 

60% 
37% 

14 pts. 

IL Bruce Rauner (R) 
Pat Quinn (D) 

51% 
46% 

44% 
51% 

58% 
40% 

14 pts. 

IA  Terry Branstad (R) 
Jack Hatch (D) 

59% 
37% 

57% 
41% 

62% 
34% 

5 pts. 

KS Sam Brownback (R) 
Paul Davis (D) 

50% 
46% 

48% 
49% 

53% 
43% 

5 pts. 

ME Paul LePage (R) 
Mike Michaud (D) 

48% 
43% 

44% 
47% 

53% 
39% 

9 pts. 

MI Rick Snyder (R) 
Mark Schauer (D) 

51% 
47% 

45% 
53% 

57% 
41% 

12 pts. 

MN Mark Dayton (D) 
Jeff Johnson (R)  

50% 
44% 

55% 
45% 

45% 
48% 

8 pts. 

NH Maggie Hassan (D) 
Walt Havenstein (R)  

53% 
47% 

60% 
39% 

45% 
55% 

15 pts. 

NY Andrew Cuomo (D) 
Rob Astorino (R)  

54% 
41% 

61% 
33% 

47% 
47% 

14 pts. 

OH John Kasich (R) 
Edward Fitzgerald (D) 

64% 
33% 

60% 
37% 

67% 
29% 

7 pts. 

OR  John Kitzhaber (D) 
Dennis Richardson (R)  

50% 
45% 

56% 
40% 

42% 
51% 

14 pts. 

PA Tom Wolf (D) 
Tom Corbett (R)  

55% 
45% 

58% 
42% 

53% 
47% 

5 pts. 

SC Nikki Haley (R) 
Vincent Sheheen (D) 

56% 
41% 

48% 
50% 

65% 
33% 

17 pts. 

SD Dennis Daugaard (R)  
Susan Wismer (D) 

70% 
25% 

69% 
29% 

71% 
23% 

2 pts. 

TX Greg Abbott (R) 
Wendy Davis (D) 

59% 
39% 

54% 
45% 

66% 
32% 

12 pts. 

WI Scott Walker (R) 
Mary Burke (D) 

52% 
47% 

45% 
54% 

60% 
39% 

15 pts. 
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Gender Gaps in 2014 Senate Races 
 

State Candidate Overall Women  Men Gender Gap 

AK* Dan Sullivan (R) 
Mark Begich (D) 

49% 
45% 

46% 
48% 

53% 
42% 

7 pts./6pts. 

AR Tom Cotton (R) 
Mark Pryor (D) 

57% 
39% 

53% 
43% 

60% 
36% 

7 pts. 

CO  Cory Gardner (R) 
Mark Udall (D) 

49% 
46% 

44% 
52% 

56% 
39% 

12 pts. 

GA David Perdue (R) 
Michelle Nunn (D) 

53% 
45% 

45% 
53% 

61% 
38% 

16 pts. 

IA Joni Ernst (R) 
Bruce Braley (D) 

52% 
44% 

49% 
49% 

58% 
40% 

9 pts. 

IL Dick Durbin (D) 
Jim Oberweiss (R)  

53% 
43% 

58% 
37% 

48% 
49% 

10 pts. 

KS Pat Roberts (R) 
Greg Orman (I) 

53% 
42% 

50% 
46% 

56% 
39% 

6 pts. 

KY Mitch McConnell (R)  
Alison Lundergan Grimes (D) 

56% 
41% 

50% 
47% 

61% 
36% 

11 pts.  

LA Mary Landrieu (D) 
Bill Cassidy (R)  
Rob Maness (R)  

42% 
41% 
14% 

48% 
36% 
13% 

35% 
48% 
15% 

13 pts. 

ME Susan Collins (R) 
Shenna Bellows (D) 

68% 
32% 

66% 
34% 

72% 
28% 

6 pts. 

MI Gary Peters (D) 
Terri Lynn Land (R)  

55% 
41% 

59% 
37% 

50% 
47% 

9 pts. 

MN Al Franken (D) 
Mike McFadden (R)  

53% 
43% 

58% 
40% 

49% 
47% 

9 pts. 

MS Thad Cochran (R) 
Travis Childers (D) 

60% 
37% 

54% 
45% 

64% 
33% 

10 pts. 

NH Jeanne Shaheen (D) 
Scott Brown (R)  

52% 
48% 

59% 
40% 

44% 
55% 

15 pts. 

NC Thom Tillis (R) 
Kay Hagan (D) 

49% 
47% 

42% 
54% 

56% 
41% 

14 pts. 

OK Jeff Merkley (D) 
Monica Wehby (R)  

56% 
37% 

60% 
33% 

49% 
43% 

11 pts. 

SC Lindsey Graham (R) 
Brad Hutto (D) 

54% 
39% 

50% 
45% 

60% 
31% 

10 pts. 

SC Tim Scott (R) 
Joyce Dickerson (D) 

61% 
37% 

54% 
44% 

70% 
30% 

16 pts. 

SD Mike Rounds (R) 
Rick Weiland (D) 
Larry Pressler (I) 

50% 
30% 
17% 

46% 
34% 
18% 

55% 
25% 
16% 

9 pts. 

TX John Cornyn (R) 
David Alameel (D) 

62% 
34% 

57% 
40% 

67% 
28% 

10 pts. 

VA* Mark Warner (D) 
Ed Gillespie (R) 

49% 
48% 

55% 
43% 

43% 
53% 

12 pts./10 pts. 

WV  Shelley Moore Capito (R) 
Natalie Tennant (D) 

62% 
34% 

58% 
39% 

67% 
30% 

9 pts. 

Candidates with names bolded indicate winners. Asterisks indicate the race still too close to call. 


